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THE OIAMETRCCAR

The hermeneutics of theistic evolution and progressive creationism
are highly questionable, however, for the Biblical word *“day” really
means “billions of years,” “created” really means “evolved,” and so
on. If our spoken and written words no longer mean what they say,
then all communication becomes hopeless. Likewise, with the

“, .. if God did not mean what He
said, then why did He not say what
He did mean?”

Biblical record: if we cannot trust Genesis 1 to convey meaningful
and accurate information, why should we give heed to the words of
salvation in John 3? In other words, if God did not mean what He
said, then why did He not say what He did mean?
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THE EVOLUTIONARY SCENARIO
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IDEFWIZIA TH, Twe

iblical scholars have long recognized the absurdity of Philo’s

and Origen’s allegorical interpretations of Scripture, and it is

time we also took a stand against this twentieth-century
allegorism. The words of Scripture are not suspended in isolation
from each other, and subject to a lexicographical shell game; they are
always set in context, which, in each case, determines the definition
of any particular word.

II. A Study in Contrasts

progressive creationism both require a scenario that is so totally

at variance with the Biblical record that neither can be harmonized
with Scripture. The points below will contain first an item that is an
important part of the evolutionary scheme, paralleled by a fact from
the Biblical record. The order is generally that which appears in
Genesis 1:1 and following.

I t is the thesis of this. article that theistic evolution and

THE BIBLICAL RECORD

1. Space, matter, and time are eternal.

2. Light is as eternal as the universe.

1. There was a period when there was no time, space, or matter,

3. When the earth first formed, it was very hot.

4. The original atmosphe reducin (ethane, ammonia, and
other poisonous gases) and gradually changed into the oxidizing

& 1:2
2. The earth was formed in total darkness: light was created later on
js 1:1-3
3. e was created with a cool water surface from the

Genesis 1:2

4. The atmosphere was created quickly and has always been
essentially the same as it is today. Genesis 1:6-8

peginninge

___—{oxygen and nitrogen) type that we know today, _ =
>5._Plant life produced the atmosphere as we know it today. The atmosphere preceded all plant life. G is 1:6-12
6. The first life evolved 1 the sea, then moved to the land. 6. The ife was created on 1and, Tolfowed Dy sea lite. 1:11-13,
2023
’ 7. There is, qus < 7. Plants were created as distinct species, each “after its kind.”

1:11-12

eti
I 8. It took a long time for plants to evolve.

8. Plants were created with seeds and fruit on the first day of their
exlmncewm

!9. The earth is the final phrase in cosmic evolution.

10. Earth is a relatively insignificant grain of sand in a sea of stellar
galaxies.

9. was form rst in darkness; nothing else was in space
besides the earth Three days later, the rest of the solar system

we
10. e; is the center of the universe (theologically), and the

rest of the planets and galaxies are peripheral, in this sense, to the

. Life began with simple creatures and progressed to the more
complex mammals.

carth and subservient to man’s needs. Genesis L 14_ 1o et
11. The first animals created inclu great whales” — highly
developed mammals — and then the so-called “lower forms.”
1:21

12. Bu'ds were created before *

" Genesis 1.2]

l 14. There is, ws=shauld=be, little difference between the higher 14‘% man are are referred to as distinct kinds. Genesis
B3 5 7 - —

15. The fossil record spe eath and destruction

beginning.

m the very
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15. created everything so that “it was good.” Death did not
come into the universe until after the Fall. Genesis 1:31; Romans

T 17. Evolution took place over Eniif‘ons o? years.
. Evolution 1s a coninuous Provess:

carti.
om one of the lower animals
ady a

ﬁ and it became alive. Genesis 2:7
9

S —
od breathed the breatho life mtof[fenostrdsofadead
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24. There really is no one individual we can call “Adam’: the term
refers to a race of early-evolve} man.

culture was developed late in
man.

evolutionary

24. The inspired writers of both Testéments clearly speak of Adam
as an individual, not as a race of people. I Chron 1:1, Romans
5:12-19; I Cor. 15;

7 responsibility of was to tend the Garden
of Eden. Genesis 2:9, 15-16. Abel, his son, was a farmer by

6. Language took a long time to develop in man.

27. Since Adam evolved out of one of animals, there is very little
difference in the psychological makeup of animals and man.
This is a fundamental premise of modern psychology.
8. Woman, ,e man, evolved out of an animal.

ﬁﬁﬁm&‘_nmﬁ
26 was created with an enormous vocabulary and grammar

and he conducted intelligent conversations from the beginning.
Genesis 2:18-24.

was created so distinct from the animals that he was unable
to find one physc:ally and emotionally compatible with him.
Genesis 2:20

ve was a d

act of special creation, taken from the side of
animal. Genesis 2:21-23

29. Marriage is a developed cultural institution.
\U. Man ha\been 1n existag on h A 00th of the ea

.."I "“"{‘“

events to any known individuals.

elstood Eden to be a literal

enmples of fmth One of these is Abel, who is contrasted with
Cain (a negative example) Hebrews 11:4. Jesus verified the
historicity of the death of Abel in Matthew 23:35 and Luke
15:51, cf I John 3:12

33. Early man was quite primitive and technologically immature.

33. Early civilizations, within only a few hundred years of man’s
creation, were already building sophisticated musical instru-
ments (Genesis 4:21) and refining alloys in blast furnaces
(Genesis 4:22). Consider also the technology involved in
building Noah’s Ark (Genesis 6:14-16) and the Tower of Babel

(Genesis 11360

| /™ IIL Conclusion

}

that the Bible and theistic evolution present two scenarios that
are so entirely different that they cannot be harmonized by any
hermeneutical sleight of hand. Luke 16:13 tells us that no man can

I t is obvious that the evidence presented here is cumulative and

serve two masters, for he will hate the one and love the other, or else
he will hold to the one and despise the other. The immediate
interpretation refers to serving either Christ or Mammon, but the
application to creation is clear: one will either ultimately embrace the
Biblcial account of creation or he will reject it in favor of non-theistic
evolution. The two views cannot be held simultaneously.
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